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A. Introduction

COVID-19 outbreak has affected the
education of children with special needs. With
mandatory home education, the adoption of
distance learning, and the current pandemic,
the decision of parents to participate in their
child’s education is critical, especially if their
child is in a special school.

B. General Objective

To determine the factors that motivate
parents of special education student to be
involved in their child’s education during
the COVID-19 outbreak

D. Methodology

Study Design: Analytical Cross-Sectional was
used to determine and compare the factors of
2 groups of parents during the Covid-19
outbreak
Setting: Cavite, Philippines which has 600,000
enrollees including learners with disabilities. 
Participants: Parents of students in special
education ages 6 to 13 years old versus  14 to
25 years old
Methodology: a phone interview was
conducted to understand parents' beliefs and
behavior on using distance education during
the Covid-19 outbreak. For parents who have
no phone connection, they are given a survey
questionnaire to be answered at home which
was later collected by the researcher
Research Tool: Parental involvement
questionnaire adapted from Walker et. al. 
 (2005)

F. Conclusion

The pandemic’s effects on parental
involvement showed importance of
mainstreaming as an overall motivating factor
for involvement of Filipino parents. Also
contributing are parental belief, invitation
from a younger child and possibly for older
children, invitation from the school. Focusing
on these factors may strengthen program
development in special education and
parental involvement.
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C. Specific Objectives:

To compare the motivating factors of
parents of students in special education
ages 6 to 13 versus 14 to 25 years old using
the framework of Hoover-Dempsey and
Sandler’s Model

To determine if there is a correlation
between these factors, demographic profile,
and parental involvement

To determine the time of involvement of
parents during the pandemic 

E.  Result/FIndings   

Demographics: 76% of mothers are the
primary caregiver and the most involved in
teaching the students in special schools using
mainly modular vs online and TV/radio
platforms
Parents of 6-13 years old were more
receptive to the new curriculum and
participated when child specifically requests
their involvement (Table 1).
Parents of 14-25 years old: involvement
depends on the general invitation from the
school (Table 1). 
Being mainstreamed in a regular school
impacted parental involvement during this
period (Table 2). 
Integration of students in a regular school,
type of disability, and age influences the
involvement of Filipino parents (Table 3). 
There is less home-based involvement than
what was expected suggesting that there is
still room to increase and motivate the
parents during this period (Graph 1).


